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…hundreds of millions of people will die during the 

1970s (amended to 1970s and 80s in later editions)

…a substantial increase in the world death rate

I don't see how India could possibly feed two 

hundred million more people by 1980…

I have yet to meet anyone familiar with the 

situation who thinks that India will be self-

sufficient in food by 1971
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The battle to feed humanity is 

over. In the 1970s and 1980s, 

hundreds of millions of people 

will starve to death in spite of any 

crash programs embarked upon 

now. At this late date, nothing can 

prevent a substantial increase in 

the world death rate.
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In fact, The Population Bomb did the 

one thing which science books aren’t 

supposed to do: it actually made the 

people who read it more stupid.
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