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Theorists

● Herodotus (c.484 – c.425 B.C.) (Cyrus the Great)

● Thucydides (Themistocles, Pericles) (c. 460 – c. 400 B.C.)

● Kautilya (c. 350 - 283 B.C.)

● Alfred Thayer Mahan (1840-1914)

● Sir Halford John Mackinder (1861-1947)

● Karl Ernst Haushofer (1869-1946)

● Nicholas John Spykman (1893-1943)

● George Frost Kennan (1904-2005)

● Henry Alfred Kissinger (1923-)

● Samuel Phillips Huntington (1927-2008)

● Graham Tillett Allison Jr. (1940-)
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Kautilya (c. 350 - 283 B.C.)



The enemy of the enemy is a friend (Kautilya)
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Alfred Thayer Mahan Principle



Why is sea power important?
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Mackinder’s World, 1904
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Spykman’s Theory
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Containment Strategy
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Ping-Pong Diplomacy
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Geopolitical Concepts

● Autarky: A state’s ambition for attaining enough resources, protection, and autonomy to 

enable self-sufficiency. This is illustrated in pan-regional designs, longitudinal lines 

separating the earth into three or four distinct autonomous geographic zones, sometimes 

depicted as Oceania, Eurasia, and East Asia.

>Haushofer

● Buffer States: Smaller and weaker countries positioned between/among larger 

neighbors such that direct contact, and thus possible warfare among the larger adjacent 

states, are likely avoided.

●  Checkerboards: A leapfrog configuration of states within a region whereby neighboring 

states appear as enemies but neighbors of neighbors farther out figure as allies.

> Kautilya



● Choke Points: Pivotal land and sea corridors show as choke points, these being 

straits, passages, canals, channels, and river estuaries whose positions exert 

impact over an extended distance beyond their immediate locations.

>Mahan

● Containment Policy: The source for this strategy originated in George Kennan’s 

warning of likely Soviet expansion over Eurasia and onto its rimlands, this threat 

adhering to Mackinder’s heartland thesis.

> Kennan
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● Distance-Weakens Argument: The claim that closer lines of communication will 

lend certain advantages of nearness – lower costs of transport and travel, 

cooperative security interests, assembling of influence spheres and key nations, and 

accomplishment of regional integration.

● Falling-Dominoes Thesis: The more popular and notorious depiction of this thesis 

attaches to the spread of communism, one state succumbing to socialism and this 

“disease” or “flood” then advancing onto neighboring states being tainted similarly, 

such countries “falling [like] dominoes”.
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● Rimlands: Periphery lands of the Eurasian margin astride Mackinder’s heartland that 

would include Western and Southern Europe, the Middle East, and Southeast and 

East Asia.

> Spykman

● Sea Lanes of Communication: Transport paths vital to countries dependent upon 

international trade and upon resources they require but must import.

>Mahan

● Sea Power-Land Power: Countries exhibiting either a maritime or a continental 

emphasis in their geopolitical projections. A maritime nation would reflect a coastal 

position with good harbors and an oceanic projection. Landward nations normally 

lack a sea orientation being placed internally within continental cores.

>Mackinder
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● Shatterbelt: A region showing two levels of conflict: (1) a strategic rivalry between 

outside Great Nations; and (2) a local conflict among countries of that region. A 

shatterbelt arises when strategic competitors and the regional competitors form 

opposing alliances within the area. A threat of conflict escalation is common to these 

configurations.

● Spheres of Influence: Regions under domination by an outside adjacent or nearby 

Great Power, examples being Middle America by the United States and Eastern 

Europe by Russia during the Cold War. A shatterbelt structure would replace these 

influence spheres in that a rival outside competitor would intrude into the area.

Geopolitical Concepts



Ορισμός Παραπλάνησης (συνέχεια)
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