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The new Cold War























Weaponization of shipping

• Direct kinetic threats: Missile, drone, and mine attacks against 

commercial vessels (Red Sea, Black Sea).

• Hybrid tactics: Lawfare, maritime militias, port inspections, and

“quarantine” strategies (South & East China Seas).
• Psychological warfare: Selective seizures and high-visibility attacks 

designed to deter traffic rather than destroy fleets.

The result is a shift from episodic disruption to chronic insecurity, 

forcing shipping companies to price geopolitical risk permanently into 

operations.



Zones of danger today:
• Black Sea
• Red Sea
• Persian Gulf

• Horn of Africa

Future danger zones:
• Southeast China Sea
• East China Sea/ Taiwan
• Arctic

• Eastern Mediterranean

Global transport corridor face major risks



Red Sea attacks











Anti-piracy operations



Dangerous zone: Strait of Hormuz





Impact of potential Israeli-Iranian conflict on 
the Strait of Hormuz



Black Sea conflict



Broader Black Sea region connecting 
Euro-Atlantic area to Indo-Pacific















Potential dangerous zone: 
Southeast Asia



The center of gravity of the world













Chinese 
maritime 
militia







East China Sea







The geopolitics of Panama Canal









The geopolitics of Greenland











The geopolitics of global trade 
and supply lines
sanctions, tariffs, trade shifts























The geopolitics of shipbuilding







Further Reading
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