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Africa’s FDIs resource-rich and resource-poor 2000-2014 

Source: The Economist, 8/01/2015. The twilight of the resource curse? 

Africa’s growth is being powered by things other than commodities. 

London: The Economist 



Geopolitics of Green Transition – Africa’s importance



From resource curse to green extractivism - Development or a new form of extraction?

Who benefits? 



Critical Minerals and Resources

• 70% of global cobalt production comes from the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) [1]

• Over 80% of the world’s known platinum and manganese 
resources are in South Africa and Zimbabwe

• Uranium’s 18% of global production is found in SSA with 
Niger, South Africa and Namibia containing the largest 
amounts. 

• Green hydrogen will need vast amounts of water and land 
without, of course, depriving local communities  of these 
resources or resulting in rising water costs [2]

Sources: 

[1] The African Climate Foundation, 2022. Geopolitics of critical minerals in 
renewable energy supply chains. South Africa: The African Climate Foundation, 4.
[2] Hass, J., Truttenbach, L., July 2022. Green hydrogen – hype or beacon of hope? 

Opportunities, risks and strategies for green hydrogen production in the global 
South. Berlin: Heinrich Böll Foundation, Brot für die Welt Source: The Economist, 08/11/2017. In much of Sub-Saharan Africa, mobile 

phones are more common than access to electricity. 

Share of population without access to electricity

in Sub-Saharan Africa
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Energy Resources,

Critical Minerals 

and 

other Resources (food)

in Sub-Saharan Africa 

Energy resources, critical minerals and other resources (food) 

in Sub-Saharan Africa
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Chrome

Chrome

Source: African Union, African Minerals Development Center

Available: https://www.africangreenminerals.com/minerals 

: Major use in steel, Batteries,
  Electric vehicles

https://www.africangreenminerals.com/minerals


Source: African Union, African Minerals Development Center

Available: https://www.africangreenminerals.com/minerals 

: Major use in aluminum

https://www.africangreenminerals.com/minerals


Source: African Union, African Minerals Development Center

Available: https://www.africangreenminerals.com/minerals 

: Major use in rechargable batteries,
  Electric vehicles

https://www.africangreenminerals.com/minerals


Resource curse timeline, 1980-2001 

Source: Badeeb, R.A., R.A., Lean, H., Clark, J., 2017. The evolution of the natural resource curse thesis: A critical literature survey. Resources Policy, 51(1), 125.



Critical minerals: 
% of production/country

Source: The African Climate Foundation, 2022. Geopolitics of 
critical minerals in renewable energy supply chains. South 
Africa: The African Climate Foundation, 3. 

Share of processing volume by country for selected critical minerals, 2019

Share of top three producing countries in total production for selected critical 

minerals, 2019 



Source: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1661

European Commission on Critical Raw Materials: 
Ensuring secure and sustainable supply chains for EU's 
green and digital future

● Demand for critical raw materials is projected to increase dramatically

● Secure, diversified, affordable and sustainable supply of critical raw materials

● Enhance the resilience of EU critical raw material supply chains

● Critical raw materials are indispensable for the net zero industry, the digital industry, 
aerospace, and defence sectors.

● Regulation and Communication to be forwarded by the EU





CASE STUDY 1: Impact of large-scale green-energy 
projects on pastoralists in Kenya

Green-energy projects Year Notes on changes

Lake Turkana Wind Power 
(LTWP)

• 310 MW of electricity, the biggest private 
investment in Kenya’s history

• Ancestral ownership to Turkana, Samburu, 
Rendille and El Molo

Kipeto Wind Power 2021 100 MW

Kinangop Wind Park (KWP) 2004 • Identified local landowners were to be 
compensated for the use of their land, and 
additional CSR funds were earmarked for 
community development. 

• Demonstrations by local people escalated to a 
point where a turbine was destroyed;



CASE STUDY 1: Green-energy projects & relevance for 
pastoral systems

Source: Waters-Bayer, A., Tadicha Wario, H., 2022. Pastoralism and large-scale Renewable energy and green 
hydrogen projects. Potential & threats. Heinrich Böll Stiftung, Brot für die Welt. 



CASE STUDY 2: East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) in 
Uganda

Source: Tagespiegel, May 2022. Oil in the national park. What Total’s oil production means for the people of Uganda.

• 1,443 kIm  from Lake Arbert in Uganda 
to Tanga in Tanzania on the Indian 
Ocean

• At least 60,000 people in Uganda and 
Tanzania will be affected (Oxfam)

• After resettlement all families received 
a standard house as a replacement

• Loss of harvests
• Compensation came too late
• Evacuation standards were not easy to 

understand
• Lack of transparency
• 10 of the 34 drilling stations are located 

in Murchison Falls is Uganda’s oldest 
national park

• Impact on fishermen

https://interaktiv.tagesspiegel.de/lab/oil-in-the-national-park-what-totals-oil-production-means-for-the-people-of-uganda/


CASE STUDY 2: East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP)

Source: Tagespiegel, May 2022. Oil in the national park. What Total’s oil production means for the people of Uganda.

Kyakaboga Resettlement

Oil producing region named Kingfischer owned by Chinese oil 
company CNOOC in Lake Arbert

https://interaktiv.tagesspiegel.de/lab/oil-in-the-national-park-what-totals-oil-production-means-for-the-people-of-uganda/


CASE STUDY 3: Green hydrogen – Hope or fallacy?

Source: Hass, J., Truttenbach, L., July 2022. Green hydrogen – hype or beacon of hope? 
Opportunities, risks and strategies for green hydrogen production in the global South. 
Berlin: Heinrich Böll Foundation, Brot für die Welt

Hydrogen can be produced from 
diverse resources with the 
potential for near-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions
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CASE STUDY 3: Examples of high potential hydrogen producing 
countries

Source: Hass, J., Truttenbach, L., July 2022. Green hydrogen 
– hype or beacon of hope? Opportunities, risks and 
strategies for green hydrogen production in the global 
South. Berlin: Heinrich Böll Foundation, Brot für die Welt
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